
1

A perfect square is a number that when you find the square root, you do not 
get a decimal answer (you get a whole number for an answer).  Examples are 
#1,4,9,16,25)
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Simplifying Square Roots
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Can this number 
be simplified?

A Yes

B No

1  

(For another question, go to the next page.)
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Can this number 
be simplified?

A Yes

B No

2  

Û
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Wednesday, September 28

• Review simplifying radicals
• Copy down an easier method....
• Changing a mixed radical to an entire radical
• Classwork

Reminder:  Quiz tomorrow on Radicals (see side board)
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If you have trouble simplifying radicals, then simplify using 
the following steps (more steps, but will work every time):

1.  Break the number up into a factor tree (all prime factors)

2.  Put all the prime factors under the radical sign.

3.  For every pair of factors that are the same, take one out 
and cancel the other.

4.  Multiply all the numbers that you took out and put that 
number before the radical sign.

5.  Multiply all the numbers that you didn't take out or 
cancel and place that number under the radical sign.
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Example using the method on the previous page:
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Change to an entire radical:
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Practice Questions:
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